
START
Specimen Received

For Urinalysis

Perform routine "Dipstick"
analysis.  Sticks measure
at least Leukoesterase,

Nitrite, Protein

All Tests Negative?

No

Yes

Leukoesterase
and/or Nitrite

positive?

Report Strip Results
Microscopic exam not

 indicated.

Report Strip Results.
Microscopic not indicated.

Yes

Leukocytes
>5/HPF and/or
Bacteria >2+ ?

Report Entire UA Result
Culture Not Indicated

No

Urine Culture
done last 72 Hrs?

Yes

NoReport Entire UA Result
Set Up Urine Culture

Report Entire UA Result
Urine Culture Not Indicated

Urinalysis Microscopic & Culture Guideline
For Asymptomatic Adult Patients

Washington State Clinical Laboratory Advisory Council to the Washington State Department of Health

References:

Stick 'em up: Optimizing results  with Ur inalys is
Dipsticks.Medical Laboratory Observer. 32-36  June,
1994.
Macroscopic Screening Urinalysis.  Cramer AD.,
Chogyoji M., Saxena S., Appleman MD., Wong ET.
Laboratory Medicine. 1989; 20: 623-627.
Dipstick Testing Of Urine: Can it Replace Ur ine
Microscopy?  Morr ison MC., Lum G. American
Journal of Clinical Pathology. 1986; 85: 590-594.

Originally published:    March 1997
Reviewed:  January 2001/December
2004

Report Entire UA Result
Set Up Urine Culture

Significant Growth
in Last Culture?

Yes No

Yes

Protein Result?

Neg or Small
Large

No

Perform Microscopic
Examination

FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY

The individual clinician is in the best position to determine
which tests are most appropriate for a particular patient.


